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The ground is soggy but cars still 
line the sides of every street. 

White canopies cover artwork from 
as far away as Maine. About 90 artists 
and crafters include a toymaker, 
potters and metalworkers. 

Crowds stroll the exhibits that 
include the unusual, such as a 
painting called “Passing Gas” of three 
sheep walking by two gas tanks, or a 
painting called “High Strung” of a 
sheep hanging in a ball of yarn. 

Pendleton ushers in spring
BY S. KIM HENSON

contributing writer

The smell of funnel cakes tempts 
passersby. Onlookers sit in front of 
the stage and toe tap to the band, 
Southern Crescent playing “Brown-
eyed Girl.” Children dance to the 
music.  

The Historic Pendleton Spring 
Jubilee takes place every year on 
the fi rst full weekend in April on 
Pendleton’s Village Green. The 
grassy town square is slightly larger 
than a football fi eld, with Farmer’s 
Hall Restaurant at one end and an 
old building called the guard house 
housing the magistrate’s offi ce at the 
other. 

The Jubilee helped launch tourism 
in 1978 in Anderson, Oconee and 
Pickens counties. It is an award-
winning festival that, in its 31st year, 
ushers in spring and opens tourism 
season for the area. 

Historic homes and museums 
re-open, including Ashtabula and 
Woodburn. The Jubilee Joy Ride, 
sponsored by Electric City Cycling 
Club, is a bicycle excursion that takes 
place the same weekend.  

Jo McConnell, Pendleton’s Spring 
Jubilee coordinator, said she expected 
crowds nearing 20,000 during the 
two-day event. Pendleton, with a 

population of about 3,000, 
recently added a stoplight 
going out of town toward 
Highway 76.  

“We’re no longer a one-
stoplight town,” she said.  

The small community puts 
forth big efforts to prepare 
for the event. Pendleton 
Pride in Motion, a local 
organization, coordinates 
a cleanup day. Scouts and 
townspeople pick up trash. 

“It’s like a good, old-
fashioned spring cleaning,” 
said McConnell. 

The town agreed to remove 
the unused water tower that 
could be seen from the town 
square. McConnell walked 
downtown at 6:30 on the 
Monday morning before the 
Jubilee. A crew on a crane 
was cutting the tank into 
pieces. 

“Sparks were fl ying everywhere. It 
was beautiful,” she said.  

By 4 that afternoon, the tower 
was gone. Workers powerwashed 
the sidewalks and used weedeaters 
and mowers on the Village Green. 
They put mulch around trees and 
fresh fl owers in planters along the 
sidewalks.

The town’s appearance is not all 
that’s transformed by the Spring 
Jubilee. Rhonda Newman, a local 
artist, fi rst entered her stained glass 
mosaic artwork in the show in 2001. 
Newman’s husband told McConnell 
the experience had been priceless, 
watching his wife’s confi dence grow 
through the weekend as customers 
admired and purchased her work. 

“She just didn’t know how good her 
work was,” he said.  

 Newman’s mosaic piece called “The 
Swing,” a giant carnival ride swinging 
around in the air with children in the 
seats, won Best of Show last year. It 
won Best of Show just weeks later at 
San Antonio’s art show on the river 
walk, hosting nearly 200 artists. 

“It was a little frightening at fi rst. 
All these people walked toward our 
booth wearing sashes with buttons, 
clapping and shaking maracas,” she 
said.  

Newman has been working full time 
as an artist for about three years, 
working on commissioned pieces, 
doing artist residencies in schools 
and traveling to shows all over. But 
the Jubilee is where it all began. 

She said, “I told Jo she’s responsible 
for my new career.” 
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FAMILY TRADITION: Ida Bennett sells her sweetgrass baskets at the Jubilee.


