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Right off, you know I’m questioning, probing and insightful. Every article should answer a question, and I can write that answer. Research, fact checking and organizing are my strengths. I gather information from the Internet, from face-to-face interviews, phone conversations and e-mail exchanges. I often visit the people and places I write about.  

But let me back up a minute, back to the beginning. I’m up-to-date on catchy titles. Aren’t you caught up in speculation? And since you’re still reading, blame the hook, an effective beginning that pulls you into the story and won’t let you go until the end.  Next comes the “line and sinker,” my slang for the well-researched, tightly-written middle, and the final paragraph that summarizes the main idea without overstating it. And like any good fishing story, this should land some big deals.     
But not until the story is rewritten well. Writing is rewriting. Choosing words carefully cleans up sloppy sentences. Cutting unnecessary words eliminates boredom. Pithy quotes add voice. Leaving out details, even juicy ones, which don’t move the story along, keeps the reader reading. And “show it, don’t tell it” snapshots the moment. I can tell you, “I caught a really big fish.” Who would read this? Or I can make you wish you were there, “The grouper ended up being at least half my size when I finally reeled him in.”    

Lastly, the final revision is on the screen. I spell check. I use The Associated Press Stylebook to double check. I read and reread my stories, usually out loud. A proof reader reads my revisions and makes suggestions. To finish, I read the paragraphs backwards to catch mistakes that are overlooked. Are you with me so far? 

If so…so far, so good. I’ve covered curiosity, and tracking down the question and writing its answer. I’ve covered titles, hooks, and the three parts of every story: a beginning, a middle and an end. I’ve covered rewriting the story so readers want to read it. And I’ve covered rereading it as the writer. 
And, most importantly, I’ve answered the question, “Who would read this?” Now that you have, I hope you are sold on my writing…hook, line and sinker. 

